


OUR CHILDREN’S TRUST
Empowers youth to secure their rights to a life and liveable climate in 
courts around the world, enshrine the best science in law, and compel 
government action to protect their futures. 





THE EXECUTIVE ORDERS BEING CHALLENGED
• EO 14154: “Unleashing American Energy” 

• EO 14156: “Declaring a National Energy Emergency” 

• EO 14261: “Reinvigorating America’s Beautiful Clean Coal Industry” 

Directing:: 

• Emergency powers to unleash fossil fuels & reinvigorate coal

• Fast-tracking fossil fuel development on public lands 

• Blocking clean energy infrastructure and programs 

• Suppressing climate science and public access to data 

• Bypassing Congress and overriding environmental laws 

Defendants include President Donald Trump, the Executive Office of the President, and multiple federal 

agencies, including the EPA, DOE, DOT, DOI, NASA, NOAA, NIH, and others. 



• The energy and critical minerals (‘‘energy’’) 
identification, leasing, development, 
production, transportation, refining, and 
generation capacity of the United States are all 
far too inadequate to meet our Nation’s needs.

Executive Order 14156
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Doc. 1-2
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Energy, Health, and Climate 
Costs of Carbon-Capture and 
Direct-Air-Capture versus 100%-
Wind-Water-Solar Climate 
Policies in 149 Countries
Environmental Science & Technology (2025)

Lighthiser v. Trump
Mark Jacobson

https://web.stanford.edu/group/efmh/jacobson/Articles/I/149Country/149-Countries.pdf
Exhibit 8 p.6



WWS System
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Grid interconnection 
among WWS generators 







• We estimate [oil & gas] lifecycle annual 
burdens of 91,000 premature deaths 
attributable to fine particles (PM2.5), 
nitrogen dioxide (NO2), and ozone

U.S. Premature Deaths from Fossil Fuel Pollution

Lighthiser v. Trump
Mark Jacobson

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.adu2241
Exhibit 8 p.24







Coal Mining Replaced by Transitioning to WWS
Replacing 1 GW of Coal with 1 GW of Wind saves 25M tons of coal 

over 20 years

1 GW Wind Power1 GW Coal

25 Million Tons of Coal
over 20 years

Lightthiser v. Trump
Mark Jacobson

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2214629621004035
Exhibit 8 p.15

Jim Krane & Robert Idel, More Transitions, Less Risk: How 
Renewable Energy Reduces Risks from Mining, Trade and 
Political Dependence, 82 Energy Rsch. & Soc. Sci. 102311 (2021).



Lighthiser v. Trump
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Image credit: https://nationalaglawcenter.org/cleanup-of-abandoned-oilfield-locations-who-is-responsible/
Exhibit 8 p.16

Transition from Abandoned Wells to Wind





EXPERTS TESTIFY

In particular, which these executive 

orders are definitely doing, it's really 

preventing the ability of the U.S. to 

transition entirely to clean renewable 

energy; therefore, saving people huge 

amounts of money, saving land, jobs, 

and health and climate damage."

– Dr. Mark Jacobson

SO, BY SLOWING DOWN THE 

CONVERSION TO WIND AND SOLAR



APPEAL TO THE NINTH CIRCUIT



HELD V. 
MONTANA













• “The Court finds Plaintiffs’ experts sufficiently 

establish that the Challenged EOs will render a 

meaningful contribution to atmospheric carbon 

dioxide levels.

• “The record further demonstrates that climate 

change and the exposure from fossil fuels 

presents a children’s health emergency.





On December 18, 2025, 15 youth—ages 2 months to 21 years old—filed an 

appeal with the Pennsylvania Environmental Hearing Board (EHB) challenging 

the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)’s issuance of 

a permit for the Homer City Redevelopment Project. The permit seeks to 

construct what would become the nation’s largest gas-fired power plant on the 

site of what once was Pennsylvania’s largest coal-fired power plant, solely to 

power a 3,200-acre data center.

The plant would emit over 17.5 million tons of greenhouse gases annually, 

worsening the climate crisis and threatening the health, safety, and lives 

of these young people.

CHALLENGING AIR POLLUTION PERMIT FOR 

HOMER CITY REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT



• Article I, Section 27: “Environmental Rights 

Amendment”

• Article I, Section 1: Life, Liberty, Property and 

Pursuit of Happiness

• Right to Stable Climate System (under 

environmental rights amendment and due process)

CLAIMS UNDER PENNSYLVANIA 

CONSTITUTION:



• Vacate the Homer City permit to prevent 
construction and operation of the Facility.

• Ensure Pennsylvania’s government fulfills its 
constitutional duty to protect youth rights and public 
trust resources.

McIntosh v. Department of Environmental Protection is a 
direct request to the EHB for action stopping this 
unconstitutional permit.

WHAT THE YOUTH APPELLANTS ARE ASKING 

THE COURT TO DO 
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